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From Social Interaction to National Strategy: Conceptual Expansion
and Features in China of Social Participation of the Older People

ZhuHui Xiao Chun-hui

Abstract: As a theoretical concept derived from social interaction, social participation of the elderly originated
in Western society, which is usually regarded as a powerful analytical perspective rather than a conclusive
operational concept. In the Chinese context, the social participation of the elderly is based on the national strategy
of actively coping with population aging. Under the guidance of active aging, the conceptual category is integrated,
the conceptual level is panoramic, and the conceptual content is expanded to multiple dimensions. The participation
of the elderly in China has been refined from a broad conceptual consensus to a clear policy discourse system. After
more than four decades of policy formulating, exploration, and practice, it is of distinctive Chinese characters in the
new era. Whether it is the re-establishment of the subjectivity of the elderly or the dual meaning of integrating into
society and participating in construction, the participation of the elderly society in China is committed to shaping
the intergenerational community in order to eliminate the complex tension of the elderly society and inject the social
power of the whole population and the whole life cycle into it.

Keywords: Social Participation; Old Age; National Strategy; Policy Promotion; Social Interaction
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